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SUB J : ST. VINCENT PREMIER CATO STATES INTENTION TO SEEK 
INDEPENDENCE 

1. REUTER-CANA REPORT DATELINED KINGSTOWN REPORTS THAT 
ST. VINCENT PREMIER MILTON R. CATO HAS STATED INTENTION 
OF HIS GOVT TO SEEK FULL INDEPENDENCE FOR THE 

ISLAND STATE IN COURSE OF PUBLIC SPEECH MADE ON OCCASION 
OF ST. VINCENT’S NATIONAL DAY (OCTOBER 27). APPARENTLY 
CATO DID NOT INDICATE WHEN HE THOUGHT INDEPENDENCE SHOULD 
BE REALIZED. 

2. COMMENT: AS DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, THIS IS NOT THE 
FIRST TIME CATO HAS ALLUDED TO QUESTION OF INDEPENDENCE 
FOR ST. VINCENT. LITTLE MORE THAN A YEAR AGO. HOWEVER, HE 
TOLD THE THEN CHARGE' THAT, IN HIS VIEW, ST. VINCENT WOULD 
BE UNWISE TO SEEK INDEPENDENCE ALONE, AND IN JULY 1975, 

HE STATED PUBLICLY THAT THE ISLAND WOULD LIKE TO BECOME 
INDPENDENT "WITH AS MANY OF (ITS) NEIGHBORS AS WOULD BE 
INCLINED TO DO SO." THE REUTER-CANA REPORT DID NOT INDICATE 
WHETHER HIS OCTOBER 27 STATEMENT CONTAINED ANY SUCH 
QUALIFICATION. IT IS NEVERTHELESS SIGNIFICANT THAT CATO 
FEELS COMPELLED TO KEEP THE SUBJECT ALIVE. 
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